SCENE II.]   THE LADY OF PLEASURE.

in. Alas, good madam,
I knov,- 'tis your own cost ; I am but your steward,

..And would discharge my duty the best way.
You have been pleased to hear me ; 'tis not for
My profit that I manage your estate,
And save expense, but for your honour, madam.
CeL How, sir! my honour?
Stew. Though you hear it not,
Men's tongues are liberal in your character,
Since you began to live thus high.    I know
Your fame is precious to you.

CcL I were best

Make you my governor : audacious varlet !
How dare you interpose your doating counsel !
Mind your affairs with more obedience.
Or I shall ease you of an offence, sir.
Must I be limited to please your honour,
Or, for. the vulgar breath, confine my pleasures ?
I will pursue 'em in what shapes I fancy,
Here, and abroad; my entertainments shall
Be oftener, and more rich.    Who shall control me ?
I live i' the Strand, whither few ladies come
To live, and purchase, more than fame.    I will
Be hospitable then, and spare no cost
That may engage all generous report
To trumpet forth my bounty and my bravery,
Till the court envy, and remove.    Ill -have
My house the academy of wits, .who shall
Exalt their genius with rich sack and sturgeon,
Write panegyrics of my feasts, and praise
The method of my witty superfluities.
The horses shall be taugbt, with frequent waiting

~Upon .my gates, to stop in their career
Toward Charing -cross, spite of the coachman's fury ;
And not a tilter but shall strike his plume,
When he sails by my window : my balcony
Shall be the courtier's idol, and more gazed at -